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EDITOR'S NOTE 


This month’s FIRST PRINCIPLES has been put 
_ together to accompany the Conference Against 
_ Police Spying, held in Chicago on January 20-23, 
1977. 

We print three brief articles dealing. with red 
squad lawsuits. These suits differ in their 
defendants—the SWP is suing present and former 
federal officials, the Chicago cases are against of- - 
* ficials of both federal and local police agencies, 

and the Michigan suit is against the state and local 
police. But what they have in common is that they 
are all against “law enforcement” agencies and of- 
ficials for surveilling, disrupting, and harassing 
people and organizations who were exercising 
rights which are protected by the First Amend- 
ment, and can serve as models for new suits in 


nd until right ideas con 


. other jurisdictions. Such litigation fulfills several 


functions. Even in the beginning of litigation, suits 
can uncover a wealth of documentation about = # 
what these government agencies have been doing, 
and to whom. At the end, important points of law - 
can be established stemming from the princi- 
ple that even government agencies which style 
themselves as “intelligence” operations must obey 
the law. : 

Wealso print, on page 11, a docket of all the 
red squad and government surveillance cases that 


_we know about. If there are any that we've missed 


or new ones being filed, we would appreciate be- 


ing kept posted. Our In the Courts column in future — 


issues of FIRST PRINCIPLES will keep you up to 
date on these suits. , 


It is at all times necessary, and more particularly so during the progress 
firm themselves by habit, that 
by reference to first principles. 
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